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35 Years taking action for Bogs and Wildlife

RE: Ardee Bog - Bypass Review 18th September 2019

Dear Mr O’Dowd,

The IPCC are aware there will be a meeting taking place on the 18th September 2019

between the Committee of Transport, Tourism and Sport, Transport Infrastructure Ireland and Louth County

Council with the Ardee Bypass on the agenda. 

IPCC would like to reiterate the importance of Ardee Bog as a wildlife stronghold and community amenity

area. This cutaway raised bog, while not formally designated was put forward as a Natural Heritage Area, and is

still a proposed Natural Heritage Area. The bog has been out of peat production for some time and this can be

seen from the pNHA NPWS Site Synopsis (attached) which states that there are wet pools with Sphagnum and

Bogbean present. This would highlight that the bog is in a reforming stage with many plant species typical of

raised bog. 

Ardee Bog is the most easterly raised bog in the Republic and this is important as it increases the distribution

range in terms of the E.U. Habitats Directive. As Raised Bogs are an ANNEX I habitat, Ireland has to report on

their status every 6 years. Due to the ongoing pressures on this hydrologically dependant habitat we have had to

declare Raised Bogs as BAD in all categories which included “Geographic Range”, “Area”, “Structure &

Functions”, “Future Prospects” and their “Overall Status” (screenshots attached). By allowing a road to be built

through this rare biodiverse wildlife refuge we will be deteriorating the condition of raised bogs nationally even

more. Ardee Bog would become another victim of “death by a thousand cuts” and Ireland would have to pay

hefty fines for not suitably managing our environmental resources. 

Ireland has officially declared that we are living in a Climate Crisis and the idea that we would detrimentally

affect the hydrologically preserved carbon resource stored within Ardee Bog goes against all other efforts to

reduce our impact on the environment. 

If the proposed Ardee Bypass is to be a long-term project then it needs to be mindful of the long-term impacts it

will have on the environment (as all developments should) and all that the bog provides to people and wildlife.

As Curlew are returning to Ardee Bog it should be a reminder that these cutaways are important in terms of

supporting Ireland’s native species, some of which, such as the Curlew, are on the brink of extinction.

Thank you for taking the time to read through our concerns and IPCC hope that all present at the table be

thoughtful for our native habitats which need to be protected for all present and future generations.

Tristram Whyte - B.Sc(hons) Freshwater Biology

Conservation Policy Officer - Irish Peatland Conservation Council

17th September 2019Fergus O’Dowd

Committee of Transport, Tourism & Sport

1 Leyland Place

Stockwell Street

Drogheda

Co. Louth



2019 Article 17 Report on Ireland’s Raised Bogs (E.U. Habitats Directive, full report available www.npws.ie)

pNHA Site Synopsis Ardee Bog (www.npws.ie)



2019 Article 17 Report on Ireland’s Raised Bogs (E.U. Habitats Directive, full report available www.npws.ie)


